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How To Play Thousands Of Blues Songs… 
Even If You’ve Never Heard Them Before. 

 
The 5 Components Of A Blues Tune: 

1. The Feel 
2. The Key 
3. The Form 
4. The Beginning 
5. The End 

 
The Feels: 

1. The Shuffle (Sweet Home Chicago, Tore Down, etc.) 
2. The Slow Blues (Texas Flood, Red House, Stormy Monday, etc.) 
3. The Straight Feel (Johnny B. Goode, Thrill Is Gone, etc.) 
4. “Other” (Crosscut Saw, All Your Love I Miss Lovin’, etc.) 
5. You must ask or hear it, you can’t just know 

 
The 12 Bar Blues Form 
 

 
 
The Rhythm Figure 
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12 Bar Blues In A, Shuffle Feel (Blues Rhythm): 
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12 Bar Blues In A, Slow Blues Feel (Blues Rhythm): 
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12 Bar Blues In A, Straight Feel (Blues Rhythm): 
 

 


